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Background	
	

In	the	winter	of	1897-98	more	than	3000	people	were	camped	at	the	town	of	Telegraph	
Creek	on	their	way	to	the	Klondike	Goldrush.	It	was	then	that	the	need	for	communication	
between	the	north	and	the	rest	of	the	country	became	obvious.	In	1899	the	Dominion	
Government	began	connecting	the	old	Collins	Overland	Telegraph	Line	with	Dawson	City.	
By	1901,	1700	kilometres	of	telegraph	wire	was	strung	from	Quesnel	B.C.	to	Dawson	City	
Yukon	with	branches	to	Bennett	and	Atlin.	The	Yukon	Telegraph	line	operated	until	1936.	
The	winter	of	1936	was	a	very	harsh	winter.	One	of	the	hundreds	of	men	who	worked	to	
maintain	the	line	was	quoted	as	saying:	

"There	was	so	much	snow	we	couldn't	keep	the	line	up.	Anyway	the	wireless	was	
getting	pretty	good	by	then	so	when	spring	came,	we	just	walked	away	and	never	
went	back."		The	Yukon	Telegraph	Line:	Relics	of	19th	century	technology	are	still	
scattered	across	B.C.’s	northern	wilderness	-	Jack	Souther	(2009).	

It’s	time	to	go	back.	
This	wire	has	been	abandoned	and	in	many	areas	is	now	close	to,	or	on	the	ground,	posing	a	
significant	threat	to	ungulates	and	other	wildlife.	There	are	many	kilometers	of	abandoned	
telegraph	and	telephone	wire	in	the	Southern	Lakes	region.	Although	some	of	the	wire	has	
been	removed,	it	is	unclear	exactly	how	much	and	where	it	is	located.	In	many	cases	the	
wire	is	strung	through	trees.		The	extent	of	ungulate	mortality	is	uncertain,	but	there	are	
many	documented	cases	of	moose	and	caribou	mortalities	resulting	from	wire-entangled	
animals	(see	appendices	1	&	2).	
	

Goals	and	Objectives	
	

This	project	addresses	primarily	the	following	objective	in	the	CTFN	Final	Agreement	
Section	16.1.1.1:	“to	ensure	the	Conservation	in	the	management	of	all	Fish	and	Wildlife	
resources	and	their	habitats.	”		
	
The	goal	is	to	identify,	map	and	ultimately	remove	the	abandoned	telegraph	wire	in	the	
Carcross	Tagish	First	Nation	(CTFN)	Traditional	Territory.	The	objective	of	this	project	is	to	
take	a	first	step	by	starting	to	map	the	location	and	extent	of	abandoned	wire	in	the	
Southern	Lakes	area.	As	well,	the	project	will	solicit	information	and	assistance	from	
Whitepass	Rail	and	the	Yukon	Government.	The	project	will	start	to	provide	a	picture	of	the	
extent	and	location	of	abandoned	wire	in	the	Southern	Lakes.	This	project	is	the	first	year	in	
what	is	hoped	to	be	many	years	of	active	identification	and	removal	of	abandoned	telegraph	
wire.	
	
It	is	also	an	objective	to	bring	awareness	and	education	regarding	the	abandoned	wire	
issue.	A	long-term	goal	is	to	bring	partners	to	the	table	to	help	to	“keep	the	ball	rolling”	in	
future	years	as	this	project	is	too	large	for	the	RRC	alone.	
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Project	Activities	
	

1. What	Activities	did	you	complete	during	your	project?	
	

• Meetings	with	CTFN	management	and	staff	to	plan,	coordinate,	and	establish	a	
working	partnership	on	this	project.	

• Meetings	with	the	Director	of	Lands	Management,	Whitepass	&	Yukon	Route	to	
determine	the	extent	and	location	of	abandoned	telegraph	wire	on	their	Right	of	
Way	(ROW)	along	Bennett	Lake	and	Carcross	to	Whitehorse	(McRae).	The	meetings	
were	also	to	determine	Whitepass’	willingness	to	assist	and	give	permission	to	work	
on	their	ROW.		

• Meeting	with	local	trapper	who	assisted	in	identifying	wire	locations	along	the	west	
side	of	Marsh	Lake	(see	appendix	3	pgs.	3&4).	

• Submitted	joint	proposal	with	CTFN	to	the	Yukon	Youth	Conservation	Corps	(Y2C2)	
for	wire	retrieval	project	on	the	Whitepass	ROW.	As	the	proposal	was	accepted,	
meetings	were	then	conducted	with	the	Y2C2	Coordinator,	CTFN,	and	Whitepass	to	
work	out	the	logistics.		

• Entered	into	contracts	with	the	Carcross	Tagish	First	Nation	Government	to	work	
with	and	assist	Y2C2	on	the	Whitepass	ROW	as	well	as	the	Carcross-Conrad	section	
(see	appendix	4).	The	contracts	were	structured	for	CTRRC	to	pay	the	hourly	wage	of	
the	workers	and	CTFN	would	provide	in-kind	use	of	required	equipment	and	
vehicles	(truck,	ATV,	snowmobile,	etc.)	as	well	as	covering	liability,	WCB	coverage,	
and	other	overhead	costs.		

• Solicited	information	on	abandoned	wire	by	putting	posters	up	on	bulletin	boards	in	
Marsh	Lake,	Tagish,	Carcross,	and	Mt	Lorne,	as	well	as	advertisements	in	Yukon	
News	and	Whitehorse	Star	(see	appendix	1).	

• “Kick-off”	event	at	Skookum	Jim’s	Cultural	Camp,	Carcross	with	Y2C2	(two	5	person	
crews),	CTRRC,	CTFN,	and	Whitepass	(see	appendix	2	pg3).	

• Assessed	the	state	of	the	abandoned	wire	on	Whitepass	ROW	near	Carcross	with	
Y2C2	and	CTFN	crews	(see	appendix	2	pg.	4).		

• Assessed,	mapped,	and	removed	wire	from	Carcross	(Skookies)	to	Conrad	with	Y2C2	
and	CTFN	crews	(see	appendix	2	pgs.	4-7).	Some	wire	could	not	be	removed	as	
vegetation	had	established	itself	on	top	of	the	wire.		In	these	cases,	the	wire	was	cut	
as	close	to	the	ground	as	possible	to	remove	any	hazards	to	wildlife.	
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2. How	did	your	activities	contribute	to	your	goals	and	objectives?	
	
The	solicitation	for	information	has	brought	awareness	of	this	issue	to	the	public.	We	
received	some	positive	messages	from	people	that	had	some	information	and/or	were	
happy	that	this	was	being	worked	on	again.	An	example	of	an	email	that	we	received:	

“I’m	so	glad	you	have	taken	this	project	on.	I’ve	heard	about	its	intention	to	
happen	for	many	years.	When	hiking	across	the	lake	from	where	I	live	(Old	
Constabulary)	we	saw	old	barbed	wire	fencing.	I	believe	the	trail	from	Kenny	
Creek	to	the	Carcross	Road	will	expose	some	as	well.	Thanks	for	doing	this.”	

	
We	also	received	valuable	information	from	a	trapper	about	wire	location	on	Marsh	
Lake,	including	an	old	map	that	identifies	where	some	of	the	wire	is/was	located	
(appendix	3	pgs.	3	&	4).		
	
This	campaign	also	worked	toward	promoting	awareness	of	the	CTRRC	and	YFWET.	And	
because	Environment	Yukon	requires	there	to	be	an	educational	aspect	to	the	work	that	
Y2C2	performs,	we	spent	time	explaining	the	role/mandate	of	the	RRC.	A	well,	a	
Whitepass	representative	attended	the	“Kick-off”	event	to	talk	about	the	telegraph	wire	
and	some	history	about	Whitepass.	We	also	planned	for	the	crew	to	ride	the	Whitepass	
train	to	get	a	sense	of	the	historical	aspect	and	see	the	abandoned	wire	along	the	track;	
Whitepass	offered	the	trip	free	of	charge.	
	
The	work	with	CTFN	and	Y2C2	accomplished	removal	of	approximately	5km	of	wire	as	
well	as	mapping	and	assessment	of	wire	from	Carcross	to	Conrad	(appendix	3.)	
	
We	would	like	to	recognise,	as	well,	the	moose	that	contributed	to	the	media	campaign	
when	it	got	entangled	in	wire	on	the	Whitepass	ROW	and	died	as	a	result	(appendix	2).	
This	resulted	in	public	sympathy,	outrage,	and	offers	of	volunteering.		
Moreover,	this	resulted	in	a	Whitepass	crew	removing	the	wire	in	that	area.			
All	of	these	activities	have	contributed	to	the	overall	goal	of	bringing	partners	to	the	
table	and	ultimately	mapping	and	removing	abandoned	telegraph	wire.	CTFN,	
Environment	Yukon	(Y2C2),	Whitepass,	YEC	volunteers,	and	others	are	keen	on	
continuing	working	on	this	in	2016.	

	
3. Note	any	variances	to	your	goals,	objectives	or	work	plan	and	explain	why	they	

occurred:	
	
The	largest	variance	occurred	due	to	the	lack	of	progress	and	ability	to	work	on	the	
Whitepass	ROW.	For	safety	reasons	we	were	denied	access	to	the	active	line	from	
Carcross	to	Bennett.	As	well,	in	order	to	work	on	the	inactive	line	from	Carcross	to	
Whitehorse,	Whitepass	required	a	liability	indemnity	document	signed	by	Yukon	
Government.	This	requirement	came	a	couple	weeks	before	the	Y2C2	crew	was	
scheduled	to	commence	work.	This	was	a	last	minute	surprise	that	resulted	in	delays	and	
a	change	of	plan.	Y2C2	had	never	had	a	request	like	this	before,	so	the	Justice	Dept.	had	
to	draft	a	document	for	Whitepass	to	review.	A	“Land	Access”	document	was	drafted	
which	required	YG	signatures	including	Premier	Pasloski’s	as	the	Minister	of	Finance														
(appendix	5).		
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Even	though	Y2C2’s	schedule	was	changed	to	provide	more	time	for	this	document,	it	
came	down	to	the	very	last	minute	and	our	work	plan	was	amended	to	work	on	the	
Carcross-Conrad	section.	Assessment	of	some	of	the	ROW	by	Y2C2	and	CTFN	was	
conducted;	the	quickest/easiest	access	was	determined	to	be	too	dangerous	for	the	
crews	so	we	decided	to	amend	the	work	plan.	Because	of	this	and	the	resulting	time	
frame	issue,	the	crews	were	not	able	to	take	advantage	of	the	train	ride	to	Bennett.	
Whitepass	stated	the	offer	would	remain	for	next	year.	
	
Throughout	both	projects,	garbage	and	refuse	found	in	the	bush	and	along	trails	were	
collected,	removed,	and	disposed	of	properly.	This	did	not	take	much	additional	time	or	
effort	to	accomplish,	particularly	along	the	shoreline	of	Nares	Lake	where	the	wire	was	
close	to	the	water.	
			

4. Explain	how	the	results	of	your	work	contributed	to	the	protection,	enhancement	
or	restoration	of	fish,	wildlife	or	their	habitat?		
	
	This	project	has	resulted	in	the	removal	of	approximately	5km	of	wire	from	the	
Carcross-Conrad	section	as	well	as	a	section	of	the	Carcross-Whitehorse	Whitepass	ROW.	
It	has	also	provided	information	regarding	location	of	wire	for	future	removal.	The	
benefit	of	the	removal	is	primarily	to	reduce	the	hazard	to	wildlife	populations,	
particularly	ungulates.	Entrapment	in	the	downed	wire	has	been	a	significant	issue	over	
the	years	and	the	removal	of	the	wire	will	remove	this	hazard	for	wildlife.	The	project	
will	have	direct	benefits	in	terms	of	reducing	wire	related	mortalities	of	moose	and	
caribou	and	restoring	habitats	to	full	productivity	as	well	as	indirect	public	education	
and	engagement	benefits.		
	
In	creating	a	partnership,	this	project	has	further	strengthened	the	working	relationship	
with	CTFN,	which	goes	a	long	way	in	addressing	the	RRC	mandate	and	the	objective	in	
the	CTFNFA	(Section	16.1.1.1	to	ensure	the	Conservation	in	the	management	of	all	Fish	
and	Wildlife	resources	and	their	habitats).	
	

5. If	you	were	to	do	the	project	again	what	would	you	do	differently?		
	
Rather	than	focusing	on	removing	wire	from	the	Whitepass	ROW,	more	emphasis	needs	
to	be	put	on	Whitepass	utilizing	their	crews	to	remove	their	wire.	They	have	stated	that	
their	crews	actively	remove	wire	from	the	Carcross-Bennett	ROW	when	they	are	able	
and	it	is	their	priority	to	clean	up	their	abandoned	wire.	The	recent	moose	incident	has	
proven	that	they	have	the	ability	to	perform	this	work	quickly	with	short	notice.	Much	of	
this	wire	is	attached	to	poles	that	are	rotting	and	falling	to	the	ground.	This	presents	
hazards	that	require	specialized	and	experienced	crews	to	remove.	Whitepass	
employees	have	the	knowledge	and	experience	to	perform	this	work.	Next	years	
partnership	with	Whitepass	needs	to	be	at	least	a	working	partnership.	This	could	
include	Whitepass	crews	cutting	the	poles	and	bringing	the	wire	down	to	a	safe	level	
where	our	crews	can	work	on	cutting	and	removing	it.	
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Y2C2	has	expressed	strong	interest	in	continuing	work	on	this	project	and	has	indicated	
willingness	to	donate	2	crews	again	in	the	summer	2016.	There	are	many	other	areas	
that	require	wire	assessment	and	removal	that	these	crews	could	work	on.	The	CTRRC	
with	CTFN	should	work	toward	getting	Whitepass	to	commit	removing	their	abandoned	
telegraph	wire	as	it	has	proven	to	be	a	significant	environmental	hazard.	
	
As	this	is	a	multi-year	project,	the	lessons	learned	from	this	years	work	will	be	applied	to	
future	years.	We	realized	that	this	overall	project	is	much	too	large	for	the	CTRRC	alone.	
With	the	partnership	created	with	CTFN,	we	need	to	strive	to	bring	more	players	to	the	
table.	We	need	to	expand	the	relationship	with	Whitepass	as	well	as	approach	the	Yukon	
Government	for	more	“in-kind”	involvement.	The	CTRRC	and	CTFN	are	both	committed	
to	working	together	to	address	this	issue	and	continue	to	remove	abandoned	wire	that	
poses	hazards	to	wildlife.	
	

Communications		
	
Communication	was	achieved	in	many	ways:	

• Briefings	at	regular	CTRRC	monthly	meetings,	which	are	attended	regularly	by	YG	
Regional	Biologists	and	CTFN’s	Heritage,	Land	and	Natural	Resources	staff.	

• Lars	Jessup,	A/Southern	Lakes	Regional	Biologist	provided	historical	information	
and	previous	reports/work	completed	and	provided	a	letter	of	support	to	CTRRC	for	
this	project	(see	appendix	1	pg.	2).	

• Numerous	meetings	with	CTFN	management	and	staff	
• Press	releases	including	CTFN’s	and	Whitepass’s	(see	appendix	1	pg.	2).	
• Poster	displayed	in	the	communities	(see	appendix	1).	
• Advertisements	in	the	Yukon	News	and	Whitehorse	Star	(see	appendix	1).	
• Discussion	with	Yukon	Electric	Co.	staff	regarding	a	volunteer	crew	for	next	season	
• Newspaper	articles	and	news	reports	regarding	the	moose	that	got	entangled	in	the	

wire	on	the	Whitepass	ROW.	
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Appendix	1	
Communications	

Newspaper	Ad	
published	in	
Yukon	News	and	
Whitehorse	Star		

Poster	
distributed	
in	Tagish,	
Carcross,	
Marsh	Lake,	
and	Mount	
Lorne	
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White	Pass	press	release	email	

Appendix	1	
Communications	

Letter	of	support	from	YG	



September	15,	2015	

This moose was found caught in telegraph wire adjacent to the White Pass and Yukon 
Route railway on Friday. Ken Knutson, Yukon conservation officer, says it likely had 
been trapped for a day or two. (Claudiane Samson/CBC)	

Something needs to be done about old telegraph wire left in the bush, 
says a Yukon conservation officer who had to kill a badly-entangled 
bull moose on Friday. 
"Clearly it's got to be cleaned up," says Ken Knutson. 
"It's been known for a while that it's a hazard. Something like this 
really brings it home where you've got an animal alive in front of you 
... and you've got to euthanize it." 
 A dog musher called conservation officers after 
spotting the distressed bull moose caught in telegraph wire adjacent 
to the White Pass and Yukon Route railway, about three kilometres 
from the South Klondike Highway. 
"You could see that this truly epic battle between the wire and the 
moose had gone on," Knutson said. 
"It was wrapped numerous times around pine trees that were five, six 
inches. It had mowed some of them down. On both sides of the track 
it was all churned up. So he'd put up quite a struggle." 
Knutson says there was no way the moose would have freed itself 
from the wire on its own.  

Appendix 1-Communications

CBC News  
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"There were multiple wraps around its antlers," he said. "It was 
around his neck, around its body and its hind legs — there was a big 
snarl." 

'I could have literally gone up and touched 
him' 

'He was in the height of his glory. The kind you want out there breeding,' says Ken 
Knutson, Yukon conservation officer, about the nearly 500-kilogram moose he had to 
euthanize last week. (Claudiane Samson/CBC) 

Knutson says the animal had likely been trapped for a day or two. 
"He was worn out," he says. "I could have literally gone up and 
touched him and he wouldn't have done anything, which is clearly not 
normal behaviour."  
Had the situation been different, he says he might have been able to 
save the moose. But due to the weak physical condition of the 
animal and the lack of extra resources available to Knutson at 
midnight on Friday, he made the decision to shoot it.  
Knuston says although the meat will be donated, it's a waste of a 
healthy 500-kilogram bull.  
"He was in the height of his glory; the kind you want out there 
breeding." 
Knuston says he thinks White Pass and Yukon Railway may own the 
old telegraph line. The railway company did not immediately return 
calls on Monday.  
Plans are in the works to clean up similar abandoned wire that 
has been snagging caribou and moose for years along the Canol 
Trail in N.W.T. 	
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Seeing	moose’s	agony	with	abandoned	wire	was	‘awful,’	CO	says
The	Carcross-Tagish	First	Na2on	is	looking	to	ramp	up	efforts	to	clear	the	area	of	le:-over	telegraph	wire	along	the
White	Pass	and	Yukon	Route’s	railway	a:er	an	incident	with	an	injured	moose	last	week.

By	Aimee	O'Connor	on	September	18,	2015

Share	on	Facebook	(h$p://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=h$p%3a%2f%2fwhitehorsestar.com%2fNews%2fseeing-moose-s-agony-with-abandoned-wire-was-awful-co-says)	Share	on	TwiIer
(h$ps://twi$er.com/share?url=h$p%3a%2f%2fwhitehorsestar.com%2fNews%2fseeing-moose-s-agony-with-abandoned-wire-was-awful-co-says)

The	Carcross-Tagish	First	Na2on	is	looking	to	ramp	up	efforts	to	clear	the	area	of	le:-over	telegraph	wire	along	the
White	Pass	and	Yukon	Route’s	railway	a:er	an	incident	with	an	injured	moose	last	week.

Conserva2on	officer	Ken	Knutson	received	a	call	last	Friday	night	from	a	dog	musher	who	had	spoIed	the	moose	the
previous	day	and	no2ced	it	was	s2ll	in	the	same	spot.

Its	body	was	snarled	in	telegraph	wire,	with	its	back	le:	foot	snared	and	swollen,	Knutson	told	the	Star	this	week.

“It’s	awful	to	see	an	animal	wrapped	in	wire	like	that	when	it	doesn’t	need	to	happen,”	Knutson	said.

His	decision	to	put	the	animal	down	was	the	right	one	–	it	would	have	been	inhumane	to	leave	the	moose	in	its
entrapment	of	wire.

It	is	not	the	first	animal	to	meet	an	unlikely	end	because	of	the	wire,	said	Natalie	Leclerc,	the	First	Na2on’s	natural
resources	manager.

“It’s	apparently	been	going	on	for	years,”	she	said	in	an	interview	this	morning.

During	the	last	week	of	August,	Yukon	Youth	Conserva2on	Corps	(Y2C2)	went	to	Carcross	for	a	project	to	start
removing	some	of	the	wire.

Because	the	wire	is	on	White	Pass’	land,	the	First	Na2on	contacted	the	company	for	permission	to	have	Y2C2	come	in
and	start	the	project.

“They	verbally	support	us	going	onto	their	land	and	removing	it,”	said	Leclerc.

While	it	was	a	good	start,	Leclerc	said,	there	are	many	areas	with	wire	that	can	only	be	accessed	with	ATVs	or	boats	–
the	Y2C2	crew	covered	the	areas	with	easier	access.

The	First	Na2on	has	hired	two	Carcross	residents	to	con2nue	the	work,	but	due	to	budgetary	restric2ons,	it	might	not
be	enough	to	get	all	of	the	work	done.

The	Carcross-Tagish	Renewable	Resource	Council	provided	the	First	Na2on	with	some	funding	for	the	wire	cleanup,
but	Leclerc	said	it	was	only	enough	for	about	100	hours	of	work.

http://whitehorsestar.com/News/seeing-moose-s-agony-with-abandoned-wire-was-awful-co-says#f-search
http://whitehorsestar.com/News/seeing-moose-s-agony-with-abandoned-wire-was-awful-co-says#f-search
http://whitehorsestar.com/
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3a%2f%2fwhitehorsestar.com%2fNews%2fseeing-moose-s-agony-with-abandoned-wire-was-awful-co-says
https://twitter.com/share?url=http%3a%2f%2fwhitehorsestar.com%2fNews%2fseeing-moose-s-agony-with-abandoned-wire-was-awful-co-says


“There’s	wire	all	over	the	place	....	We	need	people	out	there	working	on	this	all	day,	every	day	to	actually	clean	it	up,”
Leclerc	said.

Jaime	Bricker,	the	director	of	contracts	and	land	management	for	White	Pass,	wrote	in	an	email	today	that	the
company’s	maintenance	crew	collects	and	removes	wire	when	it’s	discovered.

She	added	that	White	Pass	has	been	“ac2vely	working”	with	the	First	Na2on,	Y2C2,	and	the	renewable	resource
council.

“We	regret	this	very	unfortunate	incident	on	Friday.	This	instance	reinforces	the	urgency	of	clean-up	moving	forward,”
Bricker	said.

The	First	Na2on	hopes	to	work	toward	further	funding	opportuni2es	or	partnerships	to	get	the	job	completed.

“It’s	a	maIer	of	ge]ng	on	with	removing	that	infrastructure,”	Knutson	said.

“It’s	2me	for	it	to	go	because	we	know	it’s	killing	wildlife.”

©	2016	Whitehorse	Star	Limited.	All	rights	reserved.
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Carcross Tagish First Nation wants help from White Pass to 
remove telegraph wire 
At current cleanup rate, it could take 5 years to remove all the 
wire from the bush, says First Nation 

Carcross Tagish First Nation wants White Pass and Yukon Route to 
step up its efforts to remove old telegraph wire along its railway, after 
a moose who got tangled in the wire had to be euthanized on Friday. 
Natalie Leclerc, natural resources manager, says the moose's death 
saddened the First Nation and bumped up the priority of the 
cleanup project. 

"We are hoping to strike up a partnership and get further commitment 
from White Pass to help clean this wire out." 

A dog musher called conservation officers Friday evening after 
spotting a distressed bull moose caught in wire adjacent to the 
White Pass and Yukon Route railway, about three kilometres from the 
South Klondike Highway. The exhausted moose was put down by 
a conservation officer.  

Leclerc says the First Nation currently has two contract employees 
removing wire from the bush, but says it needs more funding to 
continue the work past October. The project is currently funded by the 
Carcross Tagish Renewable Resource Council, an advisory group 
made up of appointees from the First Nation and Yukon Government. 

CBC News 
release Sept 16, 
2015
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Removal is 'lengthy and labour intensive' 
Leclerc says the First Nation has approached White Pass about 
removing the wire. 

"While they are in support of Carcross Tagish First Nation and the 
Carcross Tagish Renewable Resources Council on this initiative, they 
haven't really taken the initiative on themselves." 

In an email to CBC, White Pass said it is actively working with the 
First Nation and the Renewable Resources Council to clean up 
downed telegraph wire.   

"Our maintenance of way crew collects and removes wire when it is 
discovered," wrote Jaime Bricker, director of contracts and land 
management.	

"We regret this very unfortunate incident on Friday. This instance 
reinforces the urgency of clean up moving forward."	

Leclerc says it's a "lengthy and labour intensive" process to remove 
the wire, especially because some of it is buried and has to be dug 
up. She didn't know how much wire has been removed but says it 
could take another five summers to clean up. 

The section of railway where the moose became entangled is not on 
the active rail line. 	

The White Pass & Yukon Route railway runs between Skagway, Alaska and Carcross, 
Yukon, during the summer season. A moose became tangled in old telegraph wire next 
to a section of unused railway line between Carcross and Whitehorse. (White Pass & 
Yukon Route/Facebook)	
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Yukon	News,	September	16-15	

This moose was found entangled in telegraph wire along the White Pass & Yukon Route Railroad between 
Lewes Lake and Emerald Lake. A Conservation officer had to euthanize it. 

The Carcross/Tagish First Nation says the community needs financial support to clean up old 
telegraph wire along the White Pass & Yukon Route Railroad between Whitehorse and Skagway, 
after a moose was euthanized last week. 
Natalie Leclerc, the natural resource manager for the First Nation, estimates it would take $40,000 to 
$60,000 “just to get started” on removing the wire, which belongs to the railway company. 
Last Friday, a dog musher came across a live bull moose tangled in the wire between Lewes Lake 
and Emerald Lake, about three kilometres from the South Klondike Highway. Conservation officer 
Ken Knutson said the animal had likely been trapped there for 24 to 48 hours. The wire was wrapped 
around its antlers, body, and back legs. 
Knutson said much of the surrounding vegetation was destroyed, evidence of how hard the moose 
had struggled to free itself. 
By the time he arrived, he said, the moose had “no spark left in him at all.” 
“He was not at all stressed by our approach,” Knutson said. Because it was the middle of the night, 
he didn’t have access to rescue resources that might have saved the animal. Even if he had, Knutson 
wasn’t sure the moose would have survived, since it was so exhausted. He decided the most humane 
course of action was to kill the animal. 
Knutson said the moose had been a big, healthy male, likely weighing in at around 1,100 pounds. 
Leclerc explained that this is a recurring problem along the old telegraph route, which runs parallel 
to the railway. She said the First Nation typically comes across an animal tangled in the wire every 
couple of years. 
In many areas, the wire is still strung on telephone poles. But in some places, it’s broken or sagging 
close to the ground. Leclerc said some of the wire lying on the ground had previously been covered 
with piles of dirt, but those berms have been eroding away, leaving the wire exposed once more. 

Appendix 1-Communications
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In late August, two Carcross/Tagish First Nation employees were hired to clean up some of the wire. 
But Leclerc said it’s labour-intensive, costly work. Many locations along the route can only be 
accessed by boat or ATV, and the First Nation has to pay for machinery, gas, First Aid training, and 
proper disposal of the wire. 
“We need a substantial amount of funding,” Leclerc said. 
So far, the Carcross Tagish Renewable Resoures Council has provided some money for the work. 
But Leclerc said she’s not aware of any funding from the White Pass railway company. 
“We’re trying to get more commitment from White Pass to clean this up,” she said. “They seem to 
support our initiative verbally.” 

The Yukon Youth Conservation Corps, a government-funded summer employment program, sent a 
group of students to help out with the clean-up for a week in late August. 

Leclerc said White Pass supported that initiative, on condition that the First Nation assume liability 
for any incidents.  In an email statement to the News, White Pass representatives said they have been 
“actively working with the Yukon Youth Conservation Corps, Carcross/Tagish First Nation and the 
Carcross Tagish Renewable Resources Council in an effort to clean up downed telegraph line. 
“Our maintenance of way crew collects and removes wire when it is discovered,” the statement 
continued. “We regret this very unfortunate incident on Friday. This instance reinforces the urgency 
of clean-up moving forward.” 
Leclerc said she’s been in touch with the company since the moose was discovered on Friday. She’s 
hopeful that this latest incident will spur White Pass to provide funding for the clean-up. 
“The emails were flying this morning, so it’s on their radar,” she said. “We can’t keep losing 
resources like this.” 
The federal government is currently making plans to clean up downed telegraph wire along the 
Canol Trail in the Northwest Territories, which has been a hazard to humans and wildlife for years.	
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Appendix	2	-	Photos	

Moose	caught	in	wire	on	Whitepass	ROW	
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Appendix	2	-	Photos	

Wire	mortality,	area	unknown	

Wire	mortality,	area	unknown	
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Appendix	2	-	Photos	

Y2C2	crews	at	Skookies	Camp,	Carcross	



	 4	Y2C2	Crew	on	trail	to	Conrad	
	

Y2C2	Crew	on	White	Pass	Right	of	Way	
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Appendix	2	-	Photos	

Examples	of	wire	on	and	in	the	ground	
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Wire	embedded	in	tree	on	trail	to	Conrad		

Y2C2	crewmembers	removing	wire	along	trail	to	Conrad	
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Y2C2	crewmember	removing	wire	along	Conrad	trail	

CTFN	crewmember	removing	wire	on	Conrad	trail	
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Appendix	3	-	Maps	

Map	of	location	and	amount	of	wire	removed	on	the	Carcross-Conrad	section	
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Appendix	3	-	Maps	

Bove	Island	

Approx.	wire	location	
			(not	actual	gps	points)	

Carcross	

Conrad	

©	Her	Majesty	the	Queen	in	Right	of	Canada,	Department	of	Natural	Resources.	All	rights	reserved		

This	is	a	map	of	approximate	location	of	abandoned	telegraph	wire	from	Carcross	to	Conrad	
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This	is	a	map	of	approximate	location	of	abandoned	telegraph	wire	as	taken	
from	an	old	Federal	Dept.	of	Mines	and	Resources	Map	(1947)	as	well	as	info	
from	a	local	trapper.	It	is	unknown	how	much	of	the	wire	has	been	removed.	
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(not	actual	gps	points)	
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Marsh	Lake	

Approx.	wire	location	
(not	actual	gps	points)	

This	is	a	map	of	approximate	location	of	abandoned	telegraph	wire	as	taken	
from	an	old	Federal	Dept.	of	Mines	and	Resources	Map	(1947)	as	well	as	
info	from	a	local	trapper.	It	is	unknown	how	much	of	the	wire	has	been	
removed.	
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!

Categories 
! Item 

Cost 
Actual Cost 

Included 
1.Project/Rental
Expenses 
!
(equipment, 
machinery) 

! ! ! ! !
!
!

! 

2. Wages,
Contract
Services 

! ! ! ! !
!
!

! 

3. Office &
Administrative
Expenses 
!
(telephone,
printing, postage) 

! ! ! ! !
!
!

! 

4. Travel
Expenses 
!
(Accommodation,
food,
transportation) 

! ! ! ! !
!
!

 ! 

5. Materials &
Supplies 

! ! ! ! !
!
!

! 

6. Facility
Expenses 

! ! ! ! !
!
!

! 

7. Other ! ! ! ! !
!
!

! 

!
TOTALS 

! ! !

!

!
!
!
!
!
!

Final Report Budget Sheet Sample Template !!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
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!
!
!
!
!
!
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!
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!
!
!
!
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!
!
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!
!

Appendix B 

90

✔



Viwa<^t'w.4LQ!,^t*a^bkBuililb"a".,buau
8*qo,-ldf"L ,07 Yg6 iTa

\Acg -1,U/,4,{ 8,r*an-0 gwyzt

ilNVOIGE



ffi -.:,::ffitilli:i::)n"ffi 
,, u u

W otrutfaqr* fu,ruooa-t Qiliiu.r ao -tu W,r"ff ot ,w YAB iru

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

I

lo

11

12

13

'14

15

'@d/.Pq

INVOIGE CLrSTarllEi i.Cl'V

leltarl -/iltu?*row-A






	01 Cover Page
	02 Wire Recovery Program Report_YFWET_v1
	03 Appendix 1-Communications
	Appendix 1-Communications
	Moose tangled in wire copy
	Whitehorse Daily Star: Seeing moose’s agony with abandoned wire was ‘awful,’ CO says
	Wire Removeal - CBC-Sept 16-15 copy
	Yukon News Sept 16-15 copy

	04 Appendix 2-Photos
	05 Appendix 3 Maps
	06 Appendix 4 Contracts
	CTFN Contract-WP 2015
	CTFN Contract-Conrad 2015
	scan
	scan0001


	07 Appendix 5
	Final White Pass Indemnity agreement 2015
	White Pass Memo from Premier Aug 2015

	08 Appendix 6 Financial
	Final Report Budget Sheet reduced
	CTFN_Y2C2_WP_Contract Invoice
	CTFN_Conrad Contract Invoice
	Y-News Invoice
	W-Star Invoice




