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Life Lines: Discarded Fishing Line Retrieval 
and Recycling 
Final Report  
 

October 12, 2020 

 

Team Members:  
Sara Charlton - Grade 12, FH Collins Secondary School - Project Manager 

Aleix Toews - Grade 12, FH Collins Secondary School - Director of Sponsorship 

Max Zimmermann - Grade 11, FH Collins Secondary School - Director Community Support 

Ljubica Tokic - Grade 12, FH Collins Secondary School - Director of Research  

Bella Mouchet - Grade 11, FH Collins Secondary School 

 

Dennis Zimmermann – Big Fish Little Fish Consultants - Mentor 

Meera Sarin - Teacher and Social Justice Coordinator - School Support  

 

Project Activities  
- Activities completed: 

o Building and installation of five fishing line receptacles: 

▪ Lubbock Prototype (temporary - May 10, 2020) 

▪ Hidden Lakes, Pump House (July 26, 2020); 

▪ Fish Lake (July 26, 2020); 

▪ Jackson Lake (July 26, 2020); 

▪ Yukon River Intake (September 17, 2020) 

▪ Little Atlin Lake (temporary – June 10, 2020) 
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o Collection of fishing line at receptacle locations (includes brief clean-up of each 

area). 

 

o Two clean-ups of Yukon bodies of water: 

▪ Pumphouse Lake and Chadburn Lake (April 22, 2020) 

▪ Yukon River (September 27, 2020) 

o Planning and facilitating of World Rivers day in Whitehorse  

▪ Providing food and drink for volunteers. 

▪ Disposing of waste. 

▪ Advertising the event at schools, social media and on the radio.  

▪ Provided door prizes for volunteers. 

o Presented our project to the F.H. Social Justice Club 

▪ Providing pizza for students. 

▪ Informing students on how to dispose of fishing line 

▪ Showing students the condition of Yukon bodies of water 

 

 
 

- How our goals were met: 
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o Ultimate Goal: Clean up our lakes and rivers, raising awareness, educating, and 

developing a fishing line receptacle and recycling program.  

Goal  Description Was it met? How? How did this 

contribute to 

wildlife and 

habitat? 

Signage To have signage 

to inform people 

of the harms 

caused by fishing 

line and how to 

properly dispose 

of it 

 

Not yet – we ran 

out of time over 

the summer to 

make 

informative 

signs  

There are signs on 

the receptacles that 

advertise the 

project but no 

information on why 

the project is 

important and 

why/how 

monofilament is an 

issue. 

We have not done 

this yet. If we had 

this would 

involve putting a 

man-made object 

on the land 

however we feet 

that the positive 

consequences are 

worth the 

negative.  

Receptacles Place three 

receptacle in and 

around 

Whitehorse at 

popular fishing 

spots 

Yes We have placed a 

total of five 

receptacles in 

different locations: 

Hidden Lakes (July 

26, 2020), Fish 

Lake (July 26, 

2020), Jackson 

Lake (July 26, 

2020), Yukon 

River Intake 

(September 17, 

2020), and a test 

receptacle at 

Lubbock (May 10, 

2020) 

We put a man-

made object on 

the land however 

we feel that the 

positive impacts 

are worth it. We 

have collected 

quite a bit of 

fishing line from 

the receptacle so, 

we can assume 

that there is less 

ending up in the 

environment.  

Recycling  Collect the 

fishing line and 

either send it 

away to be 

properly recycles 

or use it to make 

art  

50/50 The fishing line has 

been periodically 

collected however, 

it has not been 

recycled or made 

into art yet. 

We have not done 

this yet 

Clean up  To minimize the 

amount of 

Yes We have collected 

____ monofilament 

There is now less 

garbage polluting 



 4 

additional 

monofilament and 

other garbage that 

ends up in and 

around lakes and 

rivers as well as 

clean up what is 

already there. 

from the 

receptacles. We 

have done two 

clean ups of Yukon 

bodies of water: A 

clean up of 

Chadburn Lake 

(April 22, 2020), 

and a cleanup of 

the Yukon river 

(September 27, 

2020). We also 

spent some time 

picking up garbage 

when we checked 

on the receptacles. 

the environment 

in the areas we 

did clean-ups. 

 

Communications  
Our project is very well supported by the community. We spoke with the following organizations 

and they were willing to support our project in the following ways: 

• Kwanlin Dun First Nation – community support, potential location for testing  

• Society of Yukon Bird Observatories – community support 

• Environmental Dynamics Inc. – community support, funding potential 

• Yukon Fish and Game Association – community support, 

newsletter/communications 

• City of Whitehorse – community support, funding potential 

• Environment Yukon – community support, project support, funding 

• Yukon Conservation Society – community support 

• Hougen’s Sportslodge – community support, depot for fishing line 

• Big Fish Little Fish Consultants– community support, mentor support 

• Respect for Fish – community support, communications support 

 

These meeting helped us decide where we should/can put up receptacles as well as the steps 

necessary to get approval to put up the receptacles. A graphic designer working at EDI provided 

graphic design support in-kind to design the stickers.  

We were able to get the following media reports:   

- CBC article: It's unreel: Students tackle fishing line pollution in Whitehorse lakes 

(October 20, 2019) 
o Mentioned the Yukon Fish and Wildlife Enhancement Trust as our funders 

wherever possible.  
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- Yukon News article: Reeling in used fishing line (June 30, 2020) 
o Mentioned the Enhancement Trust as our funders   
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- Whitehorse Daily Star article: Dedication to cleaning up the environment (October 2, 

2020) 


